Mock trial prepares students for reality: Two participants fromStellenbosch University, Faculty of Law - Robert Kokozka & Ashley Williams
By Lee-Shay Collison * This article was originally published on page 9 of The Cape Arguson May 29, 2007
Law students from two Cape universities were given the opportunity toput their studies into practice at a mock criminal trial at the CapeHigh Court on Monday night.

The "moot" court case was part of the justice department's continuingeffort to transform the legal profession and legal scholarships.

Initiated by Justice Minister Brigitte Mabandla, the event, now in itssecond year, aims to encourage law students to have a theoreticalappreciation of law and to apply it in a practical situation.

'You don't usually get the opportunity to put what you have learnt intopractice before the time'The "theft" trial, in which three university students were accused ofstealing a computer, involved law students from Stellenbosch Universityand the University of the Western Cape (UWC). The students acted asprosecutors, defence attorneys and witnesses. Cape High Court JudgeNtlupheko James Yekiso acted as presiding officer.

Raphael Masesa, a Masters student in law at UWC, played one of theaccused. He said he enjoyed the mock trial. "It was good. You don't usually get the opportunity to put what youhave learnt into practice before the time," he said. "This allows you to apply things from a practical point of view andimprove on your confidence and public speaking."

Mabandla, local practitioners and students from various high schoolsattended. "I initiated the moot court case to make law more interactive," saidMabandla. "Justice shouldn't just sit up there. The idea is to make sureit is interactive." 

Students were given certificates to show they had participated.

